
H A R T L A N D  C O N S O L I D A T E D  S C H O O L S  

June 2019      Dave Minsker  Scott Usher                     Jennifer Grabowski  

      Assistant Superintendent        Director of Technology          Administrative Assistant 
      810-626-2114       810-626-2119       810-626-2107 

                         Monique Alberts                     Annette Macfarlane  

       ELA Instructional Coach                 Math Instructional Coach 
                                         810-626-2125         810-626-2167 

      Each year the Technology Department strives to inform all our end-users about the  
improvements being implemented during the summer.  The Technology Department has already 
begun working on our long list of summer projects, some of which will have a direct impact on the 
technology each of you use here at school every day.   
 

       This summer, our largest overall project will be the replacement of all the primary computers 
at our Educational Support Services Center (SSC).  These computers have now completed their 
8th year of service and are in need of replacement. In addition, we will be replacing the  
Chromebooks in carts throughout the district that have reached Google’s End of Life.  We will be 
pulling the computers currently at the SSC out of service, parting them out, and piecing together 
faster machines with the intent of replacing the slower (supplemental) computers that reside 
throughout the district.    
 

           This Summer, we plan to re-image all Teacher and Student Computers throughout the  
district.  Teachers, please be sure that you BACKUP ANYTHING THAT YOU SAVE TO YOUR 
DESKTOPS!  This includes Internet Favorites or Bookmarks you have saved for those often  
visited websites.  We anticipate all Teacher Computers fully functional by August 12 and all  
student computers fully functional by August 16.  
 
Additional details regarding our Summer 2019 technology projects are listed below: 

 All teacher computers will be re-imaged - August 12 
 All student drop-in lab computers will be re-imaged - August 16 
 Replace some network switch infrastructure throughout the district. 
 Package Apps for all images - July 1 
 Replace classroom audio at Creekside Elementary School - August 16 
 Inventory new computers SSC - August 16 
 Duplicate Illuminate Common Assessments - August 16 
 Illuminate Year-End Rollover - August 16 
 Import M-Step Data into Illuminate - When Available 
 Import SRI/SMI Data - June 14 
 Replace labs at LES, VES, and FIS (x2) with Chromebook Carts 
 Replace lab at RES with Chromeboxes 
 Replace Firewall and Internet Content Filtering - July/August 
 If our USF Funding is Approved we will also begin replacing our Wireless Infrastructure 
 

As always, thank you for your patience as we work through each of these summer projects.   
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    You may have heard that Chrome devices such as Chromebooks and Chromeboxes have a 
limited life span. This is true for the most part, and it all has to do with how long Google will  
continue to write software updates that will support the aging hardware. Google agrees to  
support each new hardware platform for 6.5 years beginning the moment the first hardware  
platform rolls off the line. In reality, by the time that device gets to us, we usually have between 
4 years (on the low end) and 6 years (on the high end) of Google supported life with the  
product.   
 

    When a devices reaches AUE, it will no longer receive auto updates from Google. Devices 
that are enrolled in the Google Admin Console (a product HCS Technology relies on to manage 
all our Chrome devices) will no longer receive support from Google. That means we can no 
longer expect to be able to effectively manage devices in the Google Admin Console or make 
use of any new management features as they are released. Just like on other operating  
systems (such as Windows and Mac OS) when they are no longer supported by their  
manufacturer, the device will continue to function, but without regular security updates, it  
becomes far more vulnerable to malware and viruses.  Our educational testing software such 
as M-STEP, other software apps available in the Google Play Store, printing, and potentially 
how end-users log into the devices will be affected since those are all managed through the 
Google Admin Console. 
 

    So, the question that is often asked is, “Are Chrome devices are worth it or not?”  Given the 
pricing of devices this year, we are paying $199.38 per Chromebook as compared to the pricing 
of a computer desktop, which this year is $630.48.  We can replace chromebooks three times to 
reach the cost of a single desktop. That single desktop will last 5-8 years but the three  
replacements of Chromebooks will last between 12 years (on the low end) and 18 years (on the 
high end).  So yes, to me it seems worth it. 
 

    Since our Chromebooks are used in most of our buildings as the primary devices upon which 
we conduct State mandated testing, we must continue to plan accordingly and replace our 
Chrome fleet as the devices reach Google’s AUE.  That is the reason we are planning to  
replace those Chrome devices that are reaching Google’s AUE in June 2019. 

      Each summer the HCS Technology team sets forth to implement a  
project where we collect and recycle all our old technology equipment.   
 
      Check with your building Principal to learn the designated location in 
your building and feel free to place any unwanted or unused Hartland 
Schools Technology in that location for our annual summer pick-up.   
 
      Building Principals, please be sure to email Scott Usher and let 
him know where we can find your buildings old technology equipment. 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9  T E C H N O L O G Y   
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      For those of you who do not know, Google Drive File Stream is a desktop application that 
you can install on any PC or Mac desktop or laptop that allows you to quickly access all your 
Google Drive files. You use almost no hard drive space on your computer. Your files are not 
located on the district’s network either making it difficult to reach them when not at school.  
Instead, they are stored in the cloud which means they are accessible from any Internet-
connected device at any time.   
 

       Google Drive File Stream is easy to install and if you do so on your home and work  
computers, you have the ability to store any files (.pdf, .jpg, .docx, .pptx, .xlsx, etc) in the cloud 
and have access to them in both locations without having to worry about taking a thumb drive 
back and forth.  Some HCS users have moved their entire H drive to Google Drive File Stream 
(myself included) and have found the accessibility to all their files worth the time required  
initially to move the data. 
 

Installing Google Drive File Stream 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-vIJVibkxU                                                     

 

Using Google Drive File Stream 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kPXKfczyl0 

 

        On your school computer, the Technology Team has already installed Drive File Stream to 
most Instructional and Administrative Computers so all you may need to do is locate Drive File 
Stream in your Start Menu, launch it, and log in to begin using it. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-vIJVibkxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kPXKfczyl0

